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Online pharmacy services can make prescription fulfillment more convenient for patients who 
have a valid prescription and prefer home delivery. When Vicodin or another 
hydrocodone-containing medicine is involved, however, fast shipping should never be the only 
consideration. 

A legitimate online pharmacy should operate within applicable pharmacy laws, require a valid 
prescription, provide access to a licensed pharmacist, and dispense medication through an 
appropriate supply chain. FDA specifically warns consumers about websites that offer 
prescription medicines without prescriptions or sell products of unknown origin. 

Understanding Online Vicodin Fulfillment 
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Vicodin is a brand historically associated with hydrocodone and acetaminophen. FDA has 
identified approved hydrocodone and acetaminophen products as prescription medicines and 
has warned about unapproved opioid products offered through online pharmacies. 

For someone with a legitimate prescription, an online pharmacy may provide a convenient 
fulfillment option. The process can include prescription verification, pharmacist review, 
dispensing, packaging, and shipment through an established carrier. 

Fast delivery is therefore only one part of the overall service. 

Does Fast Shipping Mean a Pharmacy Is Trusted 
Not necessarily. A website can advertise expedited or rapid shipping without being a properly 
licensed pharmacy. 

FDA recommends looking for several specific indicators of a legitimate online pharmacy. These 
include requiring a doctor's prescription, providing a physical U.S. address and telephone 
number, having a licensed pharmacist available, and maintaining appropriate state pharmacy 
licensing. 

These safeguards are more meaningful than a website's shipping claims. 

How Prescription Verification Protects Patients 
Prescription verification helps ensure that prescription medication is dispensed under the 
direction of an appropriately licensed healthcare professional. 

This is especially important with opioid medicines. FDA warnings for approved hydrocodone 
products address serious risks including addiction, abuse, misuse, and potentially 
life-threatening respiratory depression. FDA also warns about dangerous effects when opioids 
are combined with certain other central nervous system depressants. 

Patients should follow their healthcare professional's instructions and should not change the 
prescribed amount or frequency without medical advice. 

What to Look for in a Legitimate Online Pharmacy 
Consumers can check several characteristics before using an online pharmacy. 

First, the pharmacy should require a valid prescription. A website offering prescription opioids 
without one is a major warning sign. 



Second, verify the pharmacy's state license. FDA provides a state-by-state resource for 
checking online pharmacy licensing. If the pharmacy does not appear in the relevant licensing 
database, FDA recommends not using it. 

Third, confirm that a licensed pharmacist is available to answer medication questions. 

Finally, check that the pharmacy provides a physical address and telephone number in the 
United States. 

Evaluating Fast Delivery Options 
For a valid prescription, a pharmacy may offer different shipping speeds. Consumers can 
compare these options based on processing time, carrier service, tracking availability, and 
delivery estimates. 

However, a delivery estimate is not the same as a guarantee. Prescription verification and 
pharmacy processing may occur before an order can be shipped, and carrier operations can 
affect the final arrival date. 

A responsible pharmacy should explain its fulfillment process clearly rather than relying solely 
on claims such as instant dispatch or guaranteed arrival. 

Be Careful With Unusually Fast Offers 
An unusually fast offer can be tempting when someone needs prescription medication, but 
speed should not replace verification. 

FDA warns that unsafe online pharmacies may use convincing storefronts that resemble 
legitimate pharmacies. Some sell medicines without prescriptions or distribute products that may 
be counterfeit, expired, unapproved, or otherwise unsafe. 

Consumers should therefore verify the pharmacy before entering medical or financial 
information. 

Checking Medication Packaging 
When a legitimate prescription order arrives, consumers should inspect the packaging and 
labeling. 

FDA advises caution if medicine arrives in broken or damaged packaging, appears different 
from medication normally received, lacks an expiration date, or is already expired. 

If something appears unusual, contacting the dispensing pharmacy or pharmacist before taking 
the medicine is an appropriate precaution. 



Protecting Personal Information 
Online pharmacy safety also includes protecting personal and financial information. 

FDA warns that some unsafe websites may not provide adequate privacy protections and may 
misuse or sell information supplied by consumers. 

Before using an online pharmacy, consumers should review its privacy information and make 
sure they understand how personal and payment information will be handled. 

Why the U.S. Supply Chain Matters 
FDA emphasizes the importance of obtaining prescription medicines through the legitimate U.S. 
drug supply chain. Medicines obtained from outside that system may not have the same 
regulatory oversight, and FDA cannot guarantee their safety or effectiveness. 

A U.S.-licensed pharmacy that follows applicable requirements provides stronger safeguards 
than an unverified website advertising prescription medicine through an unknown source. 

Comparing Shipping With Overall Pharmacy Quality 
Fast shipping can be useful, but it should be considered alongside other factors. 

Consumers can look at whether the pharmacy requires a prescription, maintains state licensing, 
provides pharmacist access, identifies its physical location, protects personal information, and 
provides appropriate medication packaging. 

A slightly longer delivery estimate from a properly licensed pharmacy may be more meaningful 
than an instant-shipping claim from an unverified website. 

Conclusion 
Trusted fast-shipping options for prescription Vicodin or hydrocodone-containing medicines 
should begin with a properly licensed pharmacy and a valid prescription. Shipping speed is a 
convenience feature, not proof of pharmacy legitimacy. 

FDA recommends choosing online pharmacies that require prescriptions, provide a U.S. 
address and telephone number, have licensed pharmacists available, and are licensed by the 
appropriate state pharmacy board. 

Consumers can use FDA's BeSafeRx resources to verify an online pharmacy before providing 
personal information or arranging prescription fulfillment. 



Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Can Vicodin be ordered online from a legitimate pharmacy? 

Prescription hydrocodone-containing medicines can be fulfilled by legitimate pharmacies when 
the appropriate prescription and legal requirements are met. Consumers should verify the 
pharmacy before placing an order. 

2. Does fast shipping prove that an online pharmacy is trustworthy? 

No. Shipping speed does not establish whether a pharmacy is licensed or whether its 
medication is authentic. 

3. What should a legitimate online pharmacy require? 

FDA says a safe online pharmacy should require a doctor's prescription, provide a U.S. physical 
address and telephone number, have a licensed pharmacist available, and maintain appropriate 
state pharmacy licensing. 

4. How can I verify an online pharmacy? 

FDA provides a state-licensed online pharmacy locator that consumers can use to check 
pharmacy licensing information. 

5. Should I use a website that offers hydrocodone without a prescription? 

Consumers should avoid websites that bypass prescription requirements. FDA identifies the 
absence of a prescription requirement as a warning sign of an unsafe online pharmacy. 

6. Can an online pharmacy guarantee instant delivery? 

Shipping times can depend on prescription processing, dispensing, packaging, and carrier 
operations. An advertised shipping speed should not be considered a guarantee of immediate 
delivery. 

7. What should I check when medication arrives? 

Check the packaging, labeling, expiration information, and overall appearance. FDA advises 
caution when medication arrives damaged, expired, or noticeably different from medication 
normally received. 

8. Why is pharmacist access important? 

A licensed pharmacist can provide information about prescription fulfillment, medication 
instructions, interactions, and other medication-related concerns. 

9. Why should I avoid unusually cheap online opioid offers? 



FDA warns that unsafe online pharmacies may sell counterfeit, unapproved, expired, or 
otherwise unsafe medicines. A price that appears unusually attractive should not outweigh 
pharmacy verification. 

10. Where can I learn more about safe online pharmacies? 

FDA's BeSafeRx program provides resources for consumers, including a tool for locating 
state-licensed online pharmacies and information about recognizing unsafe websites. 
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