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Online prescription services can provide convenience by allowing patients to manage legitimate 
prescriptions and arrange medication delivery from a licensed pharmacy. When Percocet is 
involved, however, accelerated delivery should not be confused with instant medication access 
or immediate pain relief. 

Percocet contains oxycodone and acetaminophen and is an FDA-approved prescription opioid 
combination used for certain types of pain when an opioid is considered appropriate. FDA 
information also highlights serious risks associated with opioid medicines, making appropriate 
prescribing and pharmacy oversight important. 

What Accelerated Delivery Means 
Accelerated delivery generally refers to a faster shipping method offered after a prescription has 
been appropriately processed by a pharmacy. 
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The shipping process may involve several stages. A pharmacy must receive and verify the 
prescription, complete required dispensing procedures, prepare the medication, package the 
order, and transfer it to a carrier. 

Choosing an expedited shipping service can reduce carrier transit time, but it does not 
necessarily eliminate the time required for prescription verification and dispensing. 

Does Accelerated Delivery Provide Instant Pain Relief 
No. Delivery speed and therapeutic effect are separate issues. 

Even when a legitimate pharmacy offers expedited shipping, the medication cannot provide 
relief until the prescription has been legally dispensed, delivered, and used according to the 
prescribing clinician's directions. 

Patients experiencing significant or worsening pain should contact their healthcare professional 
rather than relying on an online seller's promise of instant relief. 

Prescription Verification Is an Important Step 
Percocet is a prescription medicine. FDA states that safe online pharmacies require a doctor's 
prescription and operate under appropriate pharmacy licensing requirements. 

A website that promises immediate access without appropriate prescription verification should 
therefore be treated as a warning sign. 

FDA specifically warns consumers about online pharmacies that sell prescription medicines 
without prescriptions because such websites may distribute counterfeit, unapproved, or 
otherwise unsafe medicines. 

How Legitimate Online Fulfillment Can Work 
A legitimate online prescription order may follow a process similar to this. 

First, a healthcare professional determines whether the medicine is appropriate and issues a 
prescription when indicated. 

Next, the prescription reaches the pharmacy through an appropriate channel. The pharmacy 
reviews the prescription and completes required dispensing procedures. 

After the prescription is prepared, the pharmacy may offer available delivery options. An 
accelerated shipping option can reduce transportation time once the package enters the carrier 
network. 



This means accelerated delivery is better understood as a shipping service rather than an 
instant medication service. 

Why Pharmacy Licensing Matters 
Consumers should verify the pharmacy before submitting personal information or relying on its 
delivery claims. 

FDA recommends checking whether an online pharmacy is licensed by the appropriate state 
board of pharmacy. FDA also advises consumers to confirm that the pharmacy requires a 
prescription, provides a physical U.S. address and telephone number, and has a licensed 
pharmacist available to answer questions. 

These checks are more important than claims about one-click ordering or extremely rapid 
delivery. 

Be Careful With Websites Promising Immediate Access 
Some websites use phrases such as instant relief, instant approval, or overnight medication to 
encourage quick purchases. 

For prescription opioids, consumers should be especially cautious about such claims. FDA has 
issued warning letters concerning websites that illegally offer prescription drugs without 
prescriptions or market unapproved products. 

A fast checkout process does not demonstrate that a website is a legitimate pharmacy. 

Medication Safety Should Come Before Shipping Speed 
FDA notes that unsafe online pharmacies can distribute medicines containing incorrect 
ingredients, inappropriate amounts of active ingredients, or harmful substances. 

For this reason, consumers should prioritize medication authenticity and proper pharmacy 
oversight rather than choosing a service solely because it advertises the fastest delivery. 

When medication arrives, patients should also check the packaging and labeling. Damaged 
packaging, missing expiration information, unusual appearance, or other unexpected 
characteristics can be warning signs. 

Understanding the Risks of Percocet 
Percocet contains an opioid component, oxycodone, which carries important safety risks. FDA 
notes that approved oxycodone and acetaminophen products are prescription medicines and 



carry serious warnings involving risks such as addiction, abuse, misuse, respiratory depression, 
and potentially life-threatening effects. 

Patients should therefore use the medicine only as prescribed and discuss questions about 
dosage, interactions, side effects, or missed doses with a healthcare professional or pharmacist. 

What Patients Should Check Before Using an Online 
Pharmacy 
Before using an online pharmacy for a legitimate prescription, consumers can check several 
basic characteristics. 

The pharmacy should require an appropriate prescription and have a licensed pharmacist 
available. It should also provide a physical U.S. address and telephone number and be licensed 
by the relevant state pharmacy board. 

Consumers should also review privacy and financial information policies before submitting 
sensitive information. 

Accelerated Shipping Does Not Override Pharmacy 
Requirements 
Expedited shipping does not change prescription laws or pharmacy requirements. 

A pharmacy still needs to follow applicable rules for receiving, verifying, dispensing, and 
delivering prescription medication. A website cannot make these requirements disappear simply 
by advertising instant checkout or overnight delivery. 

FDA recommends avoiding websites that offer prescription medicines without requiring a 
prescription. 

Conclusion 
Accelerated delivery for a legitimate online prescription order generally means using a faster 
carrier service after the pharmacy has properly processed and dispensed the prescription. 

It does not mean instant patient relief, instant prescription approval, or guaranteed overnight 
delivery. For Percocet, prescription verification and licensed pharmacy oversight are especially 
important because oxycodone carries significant safety risks. 



Consumers should verify the pharmacy's licensing, prescription requirements, pharmacist 
availability, physical address, and medication packaging before considering delivery speed. 
FDA's BeSafeRx resources provide tools for checking state-licensed online pharmacies. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What does accelerated delivery mean when ordering prescription medicine online? 

Accelerated delivery generally means a faster shipping service used after the pharmacy has 
properly processed and dispensed the prescription. 

2. Does overnight shipping guarantee instant pain relief? 

No. Shipping speed does not determine how quickly a medicine produces its therapeutic effects. 

3. Can Percocet be ordered from an online pharmacy? 

Legitimate online pharmacy fulfillment requires an appropriate prescription and a properly 
licensed pharmacy. FDA identifies pharmacies that sell prescription medicines without 
prescriptions as unsafe warning signs. 

4. How can I verify an online pharmacy? 

Check whether the pharmacy is licensed by the relevant state pharmacy board and confirm that 
it requires a prescription and provides access to a licensed pharmacist. 

5. Is instant checkout the same as instant prescription processing? 

No. Checkout is only one part of an online transaction. Prescription verification and dispensing 
may still be required before an order can be shipped. 

6. Does expedited shipping guarantee next-day arrival? 

Not necessarily. Delivery depends on prescription processing, pharmacy handling, carrier 
service, destination, weekends, holidays, and other logistical factors. 

7. Why should patients be cautious about websites offering Percocet without a 
prescription? 

FDA warns that websites offering prescription medicines without prescriptions may sell 
counterfeit, unapproved, or otherwise unsafe products. 

8. What should I do if my medication arrives with damaged packaging? 

Contact the dispensing pharmacy or pharmacist before using the medicine. FDA lists damaged 
or unusual packaging among potential warning signs. 



9. Does faster delivery make an online pharmacy safer? 

No. Shipping speed does not establish pharmacy licensing, medication authenticity, or 
appropriate prescription procedures. 

10. Where can I check whether an online pharmacy is licensed? 

FDA provides a state-licensed online pharmacy resource that allows consumers to check 
pharmacy licensing information and review important safety criteria. 
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